Advanced Placement English Literature & Composition

[bookmark: _GoBack]Read these two poems carefully. Then write a well-organized essay in which you discuss similarities and differences. Be sure to consider both theme and style.


Dark Age Glosses on the Venerable Bede
Louis MacNeice
	
	Birds flitting in and out of the barn

	
	Bring back an Anglo-Saxon story.

	
	The great wooden hall with long fires down the centre.

	
	Their feet in the rushes, their hands tearing the meat.

	5
	Suddenly high above them they notice a swallow enter

	
	From the black storm and zigzag over their heads.

	
	Then out once more into the unknown night;

	
	And that, someone remarks, is the life of man.

	
	But now it is time to sleep; one by one

	10
	They rise from the bench and their gigantic shadows

	
	Lurch on the shuddering walls. How can the world

	
	Or the non-world beyond harbour a bird?

	
	They close their eyes that smart from the woodsmoke: how

	
	Can anyone even guess his whence and whither?

	15
	This indoor flying makes it seem absurd.

	
	Although it itches and nags and flutters and yearns

	
	To postulate any other life than now.



Encounter
Czeslaw Milosz
	
	We were riding through frozen fields in a wagon at dawn.

	
	A red wind rose in the darkness.

	
	

	
	And suddenly a hare ran across the road.

	
	One of us pointed to it with his hand.

	
	

	5
	That was long ago. Today neither of them is alive,

	
	Not the hare, nor the man who made the gesture.

	
	

	
	O my love, where are they, where are they going

	
	The flash of the hand, streak of movement, rustle of pebbles.

	
	I ask not out of sorrow, but in wonder.
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