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“When I Have Fears” by John Keats and “Mezzo Cammin” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, are poems that reflect on the prospect of death.  Several poetic devices are used to characterize and explane the situation of poem.  Although the exists the similarity of little time to fulfill their desires, “When I Have Fears” shows that the man worked hard in his life but was not able to obtain his goal.  The other exemplifies a wasted life.
John Keats explores the situation of his poem through use of metaphors.  He says, “When I behold, upon the night’s starr’d face,” (line 5).  This can be seen as a metaphor, characterizing the night as the closure of his life.  Continuing, “. . . I may never live to trace their shadows, with the magic hand of chance” (line 7-8).  This quote characterizes the speakers lonelinesses and regret that his life is coming to a close.  It is a metaphorical representation that he will never possess the chance to explore true love.  Finally, he says, “And when I feel, fair creature of an hour, that I shall never look upon thee more, never have relish in the faery power of unreflecting love. . .” (lines 9-12).  Here the speaker explains that if he finds love, it will only be for a short period.  He will not be able to experience what love really is before his time on Earth runs out.
Similarly, Mezzo Cammin was characterize as a poetic work, reflecting on the failed accomplishment.  However, this poem reflected moreso on the past and was less metaphorical.  It did, however, contain much imagery.  The poem reads, “Though, half-way up the hill,” referring to the middle of life he was going through, “I see Past lying beneath me with its sounds and sights – a city in the twilight dim and vast, with smoking roofs, soft bells, and gleaming lights. . .” (lines 9-12).  The imagery paints a picture to the reader of what kind of vibrant life the speaker was into.  However, it also serves as an illustration that the speaker was not fulfilled despite the fast-paced exciting place in which he dwelled.  He continued, “And hear above me on the autumnal blast, the cataract of Death far thundering from the heights.” (lines 13-14).  This quote is an assertion of the speaker’s unfulfilled life.  The “cataract of Death” is in the speaker’s view.  So it is evident that death is upon him and he had not yet filled the void in his life.
Several poetic devices where used to characterize the similar, yet contrasting, poems presented.
Sample AA
Each speaker in both poems speak about death whether it is about anticipating death happening or just the mere thought of death, both speakers have different views and express their views using poetic techniques.
Both speakers use a rhyme scheme throughout the whole poem.  The rhyme schemes give the poems rhythm and balance.
Sample UU
While Keats’s “When I Have Fears” focuses mainly on future goals before the end of life and Longfellow’s “Mezzo Cammin” is a reflection on unachieved goals of the past, the two poems relate to the temporariness of life and the pressure to meet one’s goals, past or present.  Keats uses imagery and diction pertaining to the vastness of nature to highlight the narrator’s loss of control over time, while Longfellow uses diction relating to “half”-completed tasks and personification of the “past” and of “Death” in order to emphasize the narrator’s feelings of inadequacy or lack of “fulfillment.”
The description of the enormity of nature in “When I Have Fears” reveal the narrator’s feelings of insignificance.  Words such as “night,” “Huge cloudy symbols,” and “shadows” clarify the presence of a larger universe that the narrator cannot control.  Reminders of “the shore/of the wide world” make the narrators efforts to prolong time and accomplish his goals futile, as the work of nature progresses.  Just as waves on the shore continue relentlessly, time progresses without any interruptions, and the notion that the narrator may not achieve his goals becomes all the more possible when considering that he “[stands] alone.”  The overwhelming size and power of nature establishes a force greater than the narrator, or a force, that, in its uncontrollable state, has more authority over the narrator’s life than he does himself.
Longfellow’s diction that relates to “halves” along with his personification of the “past” and “Death” emphasize the lack of realization of personal goals and the pressure to achieve them in the future.  “Mezzo Cammin,” which, similar to “When I Have Fears,” deals with the inescapable passing of time, focuses on a lack of completion and overall dissatisfaction in terms of goals achieved.  However, its examination of the past in relationship to the present render the “past” a force that works against the narrator, as it only grows larger with the passing of time.  Longfellow’s use of phrases such a “Half of my life” and “not fulfilled” clarify the level of dissastisfaction of the narrator and the notion that he must still take action in the future to meet those goals.  The notion that he is “half-way up the hill” demonstrates his journey through life and reiterates the idea that time has prevented him from truly finishing a desired task.  The personification of the “Past” and “Death” leave the narrator caught between two forces, where he is unable to recapture one and is weary to face the other.  As the “Past” “[lies” beneath [him],” it dons a power greater than his own in its inability to be regained which especially is especially clear through the description of the “city in the twilight dim and vast.”  “Death” becomes undesirable, but the past cannot be revisited, leaving the narrator stuck with unfinished dreams.
Sample LL
Both poems by Keats and Longfellow reflect on unfulfilled dreams and the imminence of death, yet their conclusions are somewhat different.  Longfellow mourns his inaction and seems to view the past as comfortable compared to an uncertain future.  On the other hand, Keats worries that he will not be able to accomplish all that he wants to, but as he recognizes the enormity and possibility of the world, he realizes that his mortal goals are meaningless.  Longfellow’s ultimate tone about death is fearful and grim, but Keats’ is more appreciative of the wonder of life and therefore more hopeful.
The similarities between the poems lie mainly in the openings which begrudge the fleeting nature of life.  Keats’ fear that he “may cease to be” parallels Longfellow’s statement that “half of [his] life is gone.”  The men continue to express their fears about not having the time or being able to accomplish what they want to.  Keats’ repitition of the word “before” as an anaphora emphasizes his concern that he may die before he is able to attain his literary goals or harness the opportunity of “the full ripen’d grain,” a simile for the possibility that he sees in his work.  Longfellow, too, acknowledges his failure to “fulfill the aspiration of [his youth]” and “build some tower of song with lofty parapet,” which is similar to Keats’ hope to leave behind his legacy of words.  The beginnings of the poems both depict men who fear that time is running out.
The middles, or second parts of the poems illustrate the contrast between the two situations.  In line5, Keats starts to talk about the beauty and mystery of love with images of “shadows” and “huge cloudy symbols of a high romance.”  He seems to believe that love comes by fate, and he is sad to miss out on such “chance” when it comes time for him to die.  He speaks of never having the opportunity to “look upon thee more” and indulge in innocent, “unreflecting love,” showing that he has experienced love before but now his chances for pure love are ruined because he is so aware of death.  Longfellow’s poem takes a different tone as he says he has not experienced “pleasure” or “passions,” but has experienced “sorrow” and too much “care” which has paralyzed him.  Longfellow’s fear of death seems to stop him completely from accomplishing his goals, while Keats has taken advantage of the time that he has had and is merely scared now that he does not have time to continue living.
The end of the poems show these different attitudes toward life and death by using similar situations.  Keats walks to a shore and Longfellow to a hill to contemplate life, and both look out before them.  While Keats sees the “wide world,” which alliteration emphasizes the possibility of, Longfellow look out and sees a city as a metaphor for the past.  Keats realizes that his goals for literary fame and love before he dies are “nothingness” compared to the grand scope of life.  However Longfellow sees the “smoking roof, soft bells, and gleaming lights” of a hazy and idealized past with a clear and powerful waterfall of death right overheard.  Keats seems to recognize the opportunity left in his life when he looks out, though it may be daunting but Longfellow sees only a past haunted by death and no future to speak of.
Sample CCCC
The poems “When I Have Fears” and “Mezzo Cammin” by John Keats and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow both discuss how the speakers have not accomplished all that they wanted to during their youth.  While the style of each writer is completely different form the other, the message is still the same—you fear that you can never accomplish all your dreams.  The poems are different in that Keats uses older diction and looks upon his life in a romantic perspective while Longfellow uses diction that is easier to understand and sees his life like a dream world.  It is interesting that both writers end on the same “watery” note.  Keats’ love and fame will “sink” and Longfellow well inevitibly drown in the “cataract of Death far thundering from the heights.”
Sample ZZ
When reading “When I Have Fears” and “Mezzo Cammin” a can first and foremost see that both authors use a repitition in rhythm until the end of the poem where they then break off into a separate rhythm.
As John Keats explains his fear at dying and losing love he has the attitude of a worried man doesn’t feel that he is going to live long. (line 7)  One can see that there is no more hope left in the character in the poem because the author paints a picture of a man who is alone and almost seems ready to die.
However in Henry W. Longfellow’s poem “Mezzo Cammin” he paints a picture of a man who isn’t ready to die and in fact has an urge to go on in life.  The tone of the character is one of pride and yet the fear of unsuccess.
Both authors have expressed a fear in one way or another but the difference is that one give you a sense of hope (Henry W. Longfellow) and the other a sense of worry and failure (John Keats).  Both authors do indeed capture their audience and leave them with a thought.
Sample PP
Due to a largely heightened consciousness, many humans have a fear of the unknown and, inevitably, of death.  Humans desire to be in control, to have the power to predict the future so time will not be wasted.  In the poems by Keats and Longfellow, both narrators present the fear of a wasted life in their recognition that time is forever in motion.  Through metaphors and personification, the narrators describe the contrast between the past and the future, and the hope that their lives will not be spent consumed by trivial matters.
With a more optimistic approach, Keats’ narrator in “When I Have Fears” forms a solution to his overwhelming fear of death.  The narrator is metacognitive, acutely aware of his desires and how he may obtain them.  He recognizes the brute unimportance of trivial pursuits such as fame and love referring to love as “cloudy” and romance as “high”, giving the euphoric feeling of one’s inability to be in control, the extreme opposite of being grounded in one’s own thoughts.  He continues, using personification to characterize the matters of love and fame, the ridiculous desires of the greater population.  Chance, he says, has a “magic hand,” one that is unreliable and often disappointing, and love has a “faery power,” an unbelievable and often sporratic appearance.  The narrator recognizes his innate desire to attain these things, to achieve fame and experience love, yet he is able to reconcile with the fact that fame and love are often fleeting and that to achieve a greater self-actualization he must “sink” these desires and focus on the future, embracing the “creature of an hour.”  He is aware of himself and is optimistic about the future, confident that he can achieve greatness.
Longfellow’s narrator, in contrast, takes a pessimistic approach in his similar fear in “Mezzo Cammin.”  He looks to the past with regret, as opposed to Keats’ determination, using the fact that his life is half over as a signal to give up hope.  He states that he has not yet built “some tower of song” as he has not been able to accomplish anything concrete; he has no grand tower by which he can prove his capabilities.  He blames his wasted years on sorrow, characterizing his emotions as oppressors that smothered his aspirations and choked his dreams.  He describes his life as a hill up which he is halfway, a mountain of despair that must overcome.  He sees the Past behind him, depicted as a city in “the twilight dim,” sinking into the darkness of gloom that he has created in his inability to embrace his past.  The Past has “soft bells and gleaming lights”, images of comfort that make the past seem welcoming and safe.  The narrator realizes, though, that the Past is now behind him and that he cannot turn back, as the impending brutality of Death approaches quickly, a “cataract” that drowns the hope that the past once held.  Longfellow’s author looks to the past, not to the future, for inspiration and comfort, though the past is quickly being swallowed by years.
Both narrators utilize metaphors and personification to characterize their lives and to contrast their past with their future, though each takes a strikingly different approach in doing so.  While Keats’ narrator is proactive and optimistic, sure that he can overcome trivial matters, Longfellow’s narrator is trapped in the past, unable to recognize that the lights behind him can be found in the future, if only he clears the heavy water.  These narrators, in describing their fears, embody the collective unconscious fear of death and the unknown, each provoking the audience to embrace each hour and live with high hopes, as the future will quickly become a part of the past.
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Both sonnets of John Keats and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow attempt to describe dissappointment with a lack of accomplishment in their lives. Yet Keats and Longfellow differ in their views on life and what they have allowed to pass them by.  Keats imagines the joys of life and its majesties, whereas Longfellow is buoyed down by the past and can only see death in his future.  The contrast present in these two poems is made clear through their distinctly different imagery and metaphors; Keats’ having more of a positive and inspirational quality, whereas Longfellow’s are dark and disillusioned.
The imagery that Keats and Longfellow use contrast directly with each other, giving Keats’ poem a more positive outlook.  Keats discusses “high romance,” with a “magic hand” and “faery power.”  His imagery is focused on love and its power, a power he will sadly never experience, if his fears are realized.  Yet is this positive imagery of a “fair creature of an hour,” that is able to alleviate Keats’ fears.  In contrast, Longfellow’s imagery conveys a sense of disillusionment and resignation.  The “autumnal blast” of a “cataract of Death” that is “thundering from the heights” shows Longfellow’s pessissm and resignation that the “sorrow, and a care that almost killed” that prevented him from realizing his dreams have gotten the best of him.  Longfellow’s imagery of nearing death offer a dissappointing and painful life predominates his poem.
The metaphor of high romance that Keats uses and the metaphors the city of the Past that Longfellow creates are two contrasting images.  The “huge cloudy symbols of high romance” and their “shadows” inspire Keats to do away with his fears and continue living his life.  It is a metaphor of inspiration and positivity.  Longfellow, on the other hand, compares the Past to a great city in the “twilight dim and vast.”  It has “gleaming lights” and “soft bells” and is a welcoming place.  Yet Longfellow is walking away from that Past towards a perilous future, and looks back at it longingly, lamenting what could have been.
The imagery and metaphors used by Keats and Longfellow, contrast with each other in a way that makes Keats sonnet an inspiration and Longfellow’s sonnet a lament. The light, almost mythical imagery of Keats words contrasts sharply with the dark and ominous nature of Longfellow.
Sample VVV
Both of these poems are sonnets from the 18th century about what seems to resemble a mid-life crysis.  One of the poems is written in the Shakespearian style of writting and seems to have a more optimistic view on life, while the other which is written in the Petrarchan has a more pesamistic view on life.
The poem entitled “When I Have Fears” by John Keats is written in the Shakespearian Sonnet style and has an optimistic view on his life.  It seems as if he is in the midst of a mid-life crysis but despite that he still looks on eh sunny side of everything.  This is seen primarily in the heroic couplet in word choices.  He uses words like “love” and “fame” and eventually gong to nothing as opposed to Longfellow who refers to the contract of thundering from the heights.
In the second poem entitled “Mezzo Cammin” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow which was written in the pertrarchan style of writing, seems to have a more pesimistic point of view on his dilema.  In the poem Longfellow expresses this through his diction, for example lines 1 and 2 where he states that he has let half of his life slip away and he feels as if he hasn’t done all that he could of.  He also states that he knows that death is approaching him in his final line where he states, “and hear above me on the autumnal blast the contract of death far thundering from the heights.”
Both poets wrote sonnets about their lives and how each of them are having a bit of a mid life crysis.  The key difference  etween them however seems to be their standing on it.  John Keats seems to be more hopeful about the future while Henry Wadswroth Longfellow, seems to be more critical and pesimistic about the whole ordeal.
Sample OO
It comes as no surprise that the world’s utmost fear is the fear of dying.  To die is to leave behind; one’s work, one’s family, one’s emotions and aspiration, hopes and memories, plans and regrets are dissolved in an instant.  Life is to be celebrated, with the brunt face of death always leering on the horizon, but sometimes humankind forgets this notion and becomes enveloped in worry, spite and despair.  Poets John Keats and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow explore the classic mid-life crisis in the poems “When I Have Fears” and “Mezzo Cammin” respectively.  Utilizing the rhetorical techniques of figurative language, and imagery, the poets examine the fragility and wistfulness of life but arrive at very different conclusions.
Manipulating simile and metaphor, Keats and Longfellow re-enforce their divergent themes on the fleeting nature of life.  As Keats examines his personal library, he sees possibility and hope but he also witnesses the destruction of these daydreams at the hand of untimely death.  “…Before high-piled books, in charactery,/Hold like rich garners the full ripen’d grain,” Keats describes, producing a simile to deliver the delight that a collection of books brings him to paper. However, there is a touch of sadness in this language, too, as the volumes of books also symbolize the passage of time.  Keats quickly fills his poem with “what if”’s recognizing all he has taken for granted in life in a telling epiphany.  Longfellow’s figurative language takes on a scene of time, a map of events with the speaker thrust in its center.  “..[H]alfway up the hill, I see the past/Lying beneath me…”.  Longfellow paints an individual with the literal ability to look back on the years of his life, not as dates or scattered memories, but as a city.  Further, the character is endowed with the ability to hear “the autumnal blast/The cataract of Death,” a glimpse into his dim future.
Both writers create poems that portray emotions and wants, and the expression of the theme of life’s fragile frame, with artistic fervor.  As Keats loses himself in the black-blue of the night sky, he writes “When I behold, upon the night’s starr’d face,/Huge cloudy symbols of a high romance.”  His bittersweet heartache is reflected in all he sees, from the shadows of the clouds to his beautiful lover.  Longfellow also approaches his imagery with a certain duality.  The city of his past, “with its sounds and sights,— /A city in the twilight dim and vast,/With smoking roofs, soft bells, and gleaming lights,” is a warm portrait of peace and pleasantness.  But the sound of Death’s waterfall alone, “thundering from the heights” paints the picture of a ravenous and destructive force.
As Keats and Longfellow reflect on the past and look to the future, they are both enchanted by the possibilities of what the future yet holds.  In their examinations, they each forsake some hindrance to their accomplishments: Keats abandons love and fame, Longfellow sorrow.  These poets, taking at once divergent and similar paths to their message, declare that nothing shall stand in the way of achieving personal happiness.
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One might feel, as the years go on, the lose of past aspirations.  Death could be right around the corner and one could face troubles coping with such anxiety.  Both John Keats, in his 1818 poem “When I Have Fears,” and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, in his 1842 poem “Mezzo Cammin,” emphasize the significance of the passing of life.  These two artists use multiple poetic techniques, but they are mostly comparable through the descriptive imagery used, the diction, and the theme.
First, Keats and Longfellow’s works can be compared through the imagery used.  Keats’ imagery used in “When I Have Fears” show more of a symbolic image, than does Longfellow.  The quotes, “Huge cloudy symbols of a high romance…,” (line 6) and, “Their shadows, with the magic hand of chance,” (line 8) both show imagery of clouds and shadows.  However, these images shown are more of a representative of a higher meaning than the simple image.  The cloud floating high in the sky represents the high romance that Keats is so envious of and the shadow represents the “hand of chance” (line 8) a chance to have romance in one’s life.  Longfellow’s imagery in “Mezzo Cammin” is more literal than Keats’ imagery.  The quote, “A city in the twilight dim and vast, with smoking roofs, soft bells, and gleaming lights…,” (lines 11-12) show the literal meaning of the vast city landscape Longfellow is describing.  Longfellow speaks of seeing the Past lying beneath him, which includes the city he so clearly describes.  Therefore, Longfellow’s imagery can be seen as of the more literal sense than Keats’ imagery.
Secondly, Keats’ and Longfellow’s poems can be compared through the diction.  Keats, even though he wrote “When I Have Fears” only twenty four years before Longfellow wrote “Mezzo Cammin,” uses more of an archaic diction in his work.  The quote, “When I have fears that I may cease to be before my pen has glean’d my teeming brain,” (lines 1-2) shows the archaic style Keats used compared to Longfellow’s more modern diction used in “Mezzo Cammin.”  Longfellow’s quote, “Half of my life is gone, and I have let the years slip form me and have not fulfilled the aspirations of my youth,” (lines 1-3) compared to Keats’ quote above is more of a modern diction that is better understood by a reader from today’s time period without straining the brain.  Besides comparing the poems by using archaic and modern diction, both poems use a vast amount of adjectives in describing key objects.  Keats uses the phrases “high romance” (line 6) and “unreflecting love” (line 12), which both uses adjective to emphasize the relativity of the object.  This is seen also by Longfellow’s phrase, “with smoking roofs, soft bells, and gleaming lights,” (line 12) to set the imagery that Longfellow craved for.  Even though Keats and Longfellow’s diction was different though an archaic or modern style of writing, they both used a vast amount adjectives to describe key objects in the poems.
Finally, these poems can be contrasted through their theme.  Both poems seem to emphasize the concept of death to create a theme of; Life is short and death is right around the corner.  Keats tends to focus more on the romantic side of life.  The narator fears death and longs for love before his time has come.  Longfellow’s narator acknowledges death is coming and flashes back to his past and his unresolved aspirations he once held.  They both strive to understand death, but it seems out of reach.
Keats’ 1818 poem, “When I Have Fears,” and Longfellow’s 1842 poem, “Mezzo Cammin,” can be compared more efficently through imagery, the use of archaic or modern diction, and the theme of coping with death.
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